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Texas Commission 
on Judicial Selection



The Texas Commission on Judicial Selection (TCJS) was created in 2019 by the 
86th Texas Legislature to study and review the method by which statutory county 

court judges, including probate court judges, district judges, and appellate 
justices and judges, are selected for office in Texas.

The study must consider the fairness, effectiveness, and desirability of selecting 
a judicial officer through partisan elections; the fairness, effectiveness, and 

desirability of judicial selection methods proposed or adopted by other states; 
the relative merits of alternative methods for selecting a judicial officer.

The TCJS is required to submit a report on its findings and recommendations to 
the governor and the legislature no later than December 31, 2020.



https://www.txcourts.gov/tcjs/reports







Everything in politics is a party sweep.

The perception of money, as opposed to reality, 
is a huge problem.



“You cannot take politics out of selecting judges. You can take politics out of 
deciding whether to keep a judge in office or not.” 

The most persistent finding that that emerges from the research is that the 
forces and influences at work in the process seem to have a way of making 

themselves felt irrespective of the specific selection mechanism. What emerges 
from the research is that the forces and influences at work in the process seem 

to have a way of making themselves felt irrespective of the specific selection 
mechanism.

“Who rules” is AWAYS A POLITICAL DECISION.



Studies of other states fail to show that the 
Missouri Plan has resulted in the selection of 

better (or even different) judges.



The Missouri Plan's combination of committee-level 
politics and limited voter participation in retention 

elections has the effect of obscuring the judicial 
selection process from public scrutiny and debate. This 
is probably the most significant effect the Missouri Plan 

has on our political and legal system, and it is hard to 
see how this obscuring of the issues is supposed to 

improve the legal system.
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